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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed, 3/18/2005, see page 1 1 through 13, of remarks with respect 
to the rejection of claims 1-24 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is necessitated by applicant's amendment is made. 

2. Applicant's argues in essence regarding claim 1, that Haruki does not teach, " number of 
unprocessed mail item received and assigned". 

Contrary to the applicant's assertion, Haruki clearly states, (column 3, line 63 through 
column 4 lines 8, Distributor 2 generates transfer data in the format (image) shown in Fig, 3C 
upon receiving the rejected data (unprocessed data) the distributor selects one of the 
conventional coding devices, each having a display for displaying rejected image. When the 
operator watches the rejected image on the display and inputs the correct zip code, Fig. 4, shows 
a sorting control unit that includes a random access memory storing waiting table, read only 
memory, counter and control unit (column 3, line 63 through column 4, line 8). Also, (column 2 
lines 7-12,the distributor is provided with an assigning controller and a memory which stores 
control tables (memory storing waiting table). The control tables contain information about the 
mail sorters and coding devices such as the frequency and number of rejections by each 
recognition unit and the processing condition of the coding -device). Haruki further states, 
(column 3, lines 45-48, FIG.3A which includes a designation code, reading time and mail serial 
number, the latter two of which are determined by reading unit) and (column 4, lines 17-19, the 
content of the counter 143 is the earliest mail to arrive at the sorting section, the Early Mail 
Serial Number indicates the earliest mail to arrive at the sorting station). 
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Examiner feels that the above references clearly show that Haruki discloses a process of 
displaying the number of unprocessed mail, Examiner would like to reiterate as cited above that 
Fig. 3C and column 3, lines 63-65, that each coding device has a CRT display and that the data 
in Fig.3C includes Reading Time (RT) Mail Serial Number (MSN assigned by Reader when mail 
is received) SorterNumber (SN) and Image Data (ID), this is generated (displayed on CRT) for 
the Operator to view. 

However, as Applicant currently amended the claim and deleted "assigned" the 103 
actions and reference is no longer relevant. Haruki clearly states, upon receiving the rejected 
data (unprocessed data) which are conventional coding devices each having display for 
displaying rejected image. Also, (column 3, lines 2-11, Distributor is provided with an 
Assigning Controller which enables the Distributor to select the appropriate device to which 
data (unprocessed mail) should be transferred and each mail sorter includes a reading device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 4, 6 and 15-17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Haruki et al (U.S. patent 4,632,252). 
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Regarding claim 1, Haruki discloses a postal information input apparatus in which when a 
postcode to be read by a reader of a postal matter sorting machine cannot be normally read, a 
correct postcode is reentered manually from an input device, comprising (column 2, lines 4-24, 
the coding device displays the rejected image on display device so that the operator can enter 
correct data such as the correct zip code); 

a display which indicates that postal information input apparatus has receives a data to be 
input from said postal matter sorting machine, (Fig. 3, column 3, line 63 through column 4, line 
8, CRT display the rejected image and a key board for inputting the correct zip codes by 
operator); 

also indicates a number of unprocessed mail item received by said postal information 
input apparatus (column 3, line 63 through column 4, line 8, distributor 2 generates transfer data 
in the format (image) shown in Fig, 3C upon receiving the rejected data (unprocessed data) the 
distributor selects one of the conventional coding devices, each having a display for displaying 
rejected image. When the operator watches the rejected image on the display and inputs the 
correct zip code, Fig. 4, shows a sorting control unit that includes a random access memory 
storing waiting table, read only memory, counter and control unit (column 3, line 63 through 
column 4, line 8). Also, (column 2 lines 7-12,the distributor is provided with an assigning 
controller and a memory which stores control tables (memory storing waiting table). 

Regarding claim 4, Haruki discloses a postal information input apparatus, wherein said 
first display is an icon display (column 3, lines 8-24, scanning postal mail to read the zip code or 
address printed on the mail). 
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Regarding claim 6, Haruki discloses a postal information input apparatus, wherein a 
display deletion means for deleting said display, when said data to be input corresponding to said 
display is input within a predetermined time, is provided (Fig. 7, column 6, line 61 through 
column 7, line 6, refer to deleting step, also column 6, line 61 through column 7, line 6, rejected 
data left in the file unit, a predetermined time larger than any expected actual time is written). 

Regarding claim 15, Haruki discloses a data display method for prompting an operator of 
a postal information input apparatus to supply a postal code unrecognized by a postal matter 
sorting machine, comprising, sending information associated with a rejected mail item whose 
postal code could not be recognized by the postal matter sorting machine to a postal information 
input apparatus (column 3, line 52 through column 4, line 7, Fig. 3B when mail is rejected by the 
recognition unit (unrecognized), the rejected data includes not only reading time and mail serial 
number, but also unrecognized image data, At the same time rejected data is supplied to 
distributor. Upon receiving the rejected data for displaying the rejected image for inputting the 
correct zip code); 

Display a first indication that information associated with the reject mail item has been 
received by the input apparatus and requires operator input, second indication of the number of 
rejected mail item associated with the information received by the input apparatus requiring 
operator input (column 4, lines 1-19, when the operator watches the rejected image on the CRT 
display and inputs the correct zip code); 

Display some or all of the information received on the input apparatus display, and 
receiving operator input of the correct postcode based on the information displayed (column 4, 
lines 49-62). 
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Regarding claim 16, Haruki discloses the method of claim 15, further comprising; 
deleting the first indication after operator input has been received (column 5, lines 31-47, 
deleting rejected data). 

Regarding claim 17, Haruki discloses the method of claim 15, further comprising, 
updating the second indication after operator input has been received (column 5, line 65 through 
column 6, line 9, updating the control table). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 18-20 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Allowable claims 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The claims 2 representative of claims 7-12 and 21 are allowable due to the "first display 
which indicate that said postal information input apparatus has received data to be input from 
postal matter sorting machine, and second display which indicates that if said data to be input 
"cannot be input within a predetermined time, said predetermined time has passed". 

The closest prior art of record (Haruki) teaches for a mail sorting system is provided 
which includes a plurality of mail sorters and coding devices. But neither teach or suggest that 
"if data to be input cannot be input within a predetermined time, said predetermined time has 
passed. 
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These key features in combination with the other features of the claimed invention are 
neither taught nor suggested by the art of record. 
Claims 2-3, 5, 7-14 and 21-24 are allowable. 

Contact Information 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seyed Azarian whose telephone number is (571) 272-7443. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:00 a.m to 7:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached at (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published application 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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